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M I N U T E S 

 

                
HUMAN NEEDS TASK FORCE  

 
CITY HALL SECOND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM  

505 BUTLER PLACE 
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 

 
TUESDAY, October 11, 2016 AT 8:30AM  

 
“To assess the human needs of the community and to help ensure that they are met by utilizing existing resources.  
To identify areas of human needs not currently met by existing resources and recommend a plan to address those 

needs.   
To raise awareness and promote more efficient communication as it relates to the human needs of the community.”  

 
 

Members Present: John Benka, Darlene Hejza, Lee Joesten, Alex LaChapelle, Millie O’Brien, 
Ramon Sanchez and Adrienne Timm 
 
Members Absent: David Aslesen, Laura Dee, Milada Gorelik, Kate Kerin, Floyd Kortenhof, Erin 
Lawler, John McNabola, Rev. Lynne Morrow, Liz Swanson and Marsha Warnick 
 
Also Present: Geri Silic, Police Department Social Worker   
 
 
I. Invocation  

Invocation offered by Alex LaChapelle.    
 

II. Action Items  
 

A. Approval of Minutes  
 

Adrienne Timm asked that the minutes be updated to reflected a change in the amount 
Mariano’s donated to St. Paul of the Cross.  St. Paul received a $1,000 donation.     
 
Meeting Minutes from September 13, 2016 approved.  

 
III. Presentation  

 
A. Geri Silic – Park Ridge Police Department Social Worker 

 
Geri Silic spoke briefly to the Task Force about her role as the Police Department’s Social 
Worker.  She will be providing a full presentation at the November 8th meeting.   
 
Ms. Silic explained that she began working with the Police Department on July 7th.  
Previously she worked for the Lincolnwood Police Department for 15 years.  Although she is 
housed in the Police Department, Ms. Silic receives referrals from all City departments, as 
well as walk-ins.  The leading issues in Park Ridge, as in most other communities, are 
mental health and domestic violence/disputes.  She explained that senior services are on the 
forefront as well.  Ms. Silic networks with other Police Social Workers in the surrounding 
communities to collaborate and secure services.   
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Ms. Silic explained the Police Department’s protocol for gift card distribution.  Requests do 
not have to originate from her; they are approved by the supervisor on duty.   
 
Ms. Silic described her typical approach to cases.   
 
John Benka explained that several years ago, the Healthy Community Partnership requested 
that the City hire a Social Worker.  He attributes the recent hire to the mental health grant the 
Police Department received.  The Task Force acknowledged how community organizations 
have stepped up to meet the needs of the residents.   
 

IV. Ongoing Business 
  
A. Community Needs – Follow Up or New  

 
Alex La Chapelle reviewed upcoming events from the last meeting’s minutes.  The Center of 
Concern will host Octoberfest at the Park Ridge Country Club on October 15th.  The Crop 
Walk is October 16th.  Lee Joesten explained that the fundraising goal for this year’s walk is 
$40,000.   
 

B. Review of Funds  
Current account balance: $1209.99.   
 

V. Agency/Church Reports  
 
Access Community Health Network  
Ramon Sanchez announced that the previous meeting that Access had lost two healthcare 
providers.  As of this week, two new providers have been hired.   
 
Avenues to Independence  
No Report.  
 
Center of Concern (COC)  
No Report.  
 
Environmental Health  
No Report.   
 
First United Methodist Church 
No Report.  
 
Healthy Community Collation  
John Benka reported on the September 30th Healthy Community Collation meeting.  He 
explained that the Police Department is working to provide four-hour mental health training to 
volunteer groups, including the St. Paul Ushers.  The Police Department continues to work with 
Lutheran General Hospital.  The Mental Health Resource Guide is available online.  It is also 
being distributed to pharmacies and is available at the Pickwick.  Chief Kaminski notified the 
Collation that all of the City’s police officers have completed the 40-hour mental health training.  
Geri Silic reported to the Collation that in the month of September she was working on 37 
ongoing cases and had 11 walk-ins.  She had five child abuse cases in September and four in 
August.   The University of Illinois – Chicago will be publishing a monograph, memorializing the 
efforts of the grant.   
   
Lutheran General Hospital  
No Report.  
 
Maine East High School  
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No Report.  
 
Maine Township  
No Report.   

 
Mary Seat of Wisdom Church (MSW)  
Darlene Hejza announced the MSW Coat Drive, which will be held October 22nd and 23rd.  The 
Church will also be participating in the baby bottle project.  Loose change collected in the bottles 
will be donated to the Women’s Center.   
  
Park Ridge Community Church (PRCC) 
No Report.  
 
Park Ridge Community Fund (PRCF) 
Millie O’Brien recapped the Park Ridge Chamber of Commerce luncheon, in which recipients of 
PRCF funds received their first check.  A raffle at the event benefited the PRCF.  A fundraiser is 
scheduled for October 27th at Zanies Rosemont.  Tickets are $20, all of which will be donated to 
the PRCF.   
 
Park Ridge Ministerial Association (PRMA)  
Lee Joesten explained that the Niles/Park Ridge Crop Walk is this upcoming Sunday, October 
16th.  The event with feature a raffle this year in an effort to raise additional funds.  He explained 
that many local businesses have donated items for the raffle.  The Crop Walk fundraiser at 
Chipotle’s is this Thursday from 4:30 – 8:30pm.  50% of sales will be donated to the walk. A City 
Council Proclamation was made by the Mayor at the October 3rd meeting acknowledging the 25th 
anniversary of the Crop Walk.   
 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church  
Alex LaChapelle reported on Sunday Night Suppers at St. Luke’s.  Whole Foods continues to 
donate food which youth members of the Church bag up prior to the Sunday Supper.  70 to 80 
individuals attend each week.   Rev. LaChapelle explained that St. Luke’s will be discussing their 
continuation of the program for an additional year.  He explained that concerns were related to 
internal volunteers; Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays.  Leftovers are typically 
take to the mission of Our Lady of Angels in Humboldt Park.   
 
St. Paul of the Cross Church  
Adrienne Timm described the “Stuff the Squad” fundraiser at Mariano’s.  October 23rd through 
29th, shoppers will be able to add a $5 or $10 bags of groceries to their check-out, which will 
then be delivered to the Church by the Police squad car.  Catholic Charities is hosting Women’s 
Health Day today for disadvantaged women in the area.  The event will provide free 
mammograms, under garments and health information, along with a luncheon or dinner.  The 
annual Park Ridge Women’s Prayer Breakfast is October 22nd at the Country Club.  Tickets are 
$30.  St. Paul of the Cross will host a Fair Trade Market on November 6th from 8:30am – 2:00pm.   
  

VI. New Business  
 

John Benka explained that he met with Amy Lawson, the new Utility Billing Specialist.  He 
provided background of the HNTF and explained how they can assist in the future.   
 

VII. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:34am. 


