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On January 1, 2012, Illinois became the 16th state to adopt an electronics recycling law known as 
the Electronics Products Recycling and Reuse Act.  This legislation prohibits the following items 
from being landfilled.   
 
Computers (desktops, notebooks, tablets) 
Monitors 
Televisions 
Printers  
 
Electronic Devices 
Cable receiver 
Computer cable 
Converter Box 
Fax machines 
Mobile telephones 
Mouse or keyboards 
MP3 players 
Portable digital assistants (PDAs) 
Satellite Receiver 
Scanners 
Video game consoles 
Videocassette recorder/player (VHS), digital video disk player (DVD) or similar video device 
Zip drives 
 
So, what are some options for recycling electronic items? 
 
When you purchase an electronic item, ask the retailer what the recycling policy is for that item.  
Typically, flat screen televisions and monitors, as well as other listed electronics can be taken to 
Best Buy, Goodwill, Savers, Staples, Walmart, and other retail stores that sell electronic 
products.  There will be a charge for tube televisions and monitors.  Call the store before 
dropping-off electronics to verify details!  
 
If household appliances, such as coffee makers, hair dryers, vacuum cleaners and lamps cannot 
be donated for reuse, they can be thrown away in the garbage.  For reuse or recycling options for 
home appliances and other electronics that are not covered under the Electronics Products 
Recycling and Reuse Act, please see the SWANCC’s Reuse and Recycling Directory at 
SWANCC.org.  
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Additionally, the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) has established 
permanent drop-off locations and one-day events for residentially-generated tube televisions and 
computers, as well as listed electronics.  However, due to the high-costs of this recycling 
program, only residents that live in a SWANCC-member community may utilize the drop-offs 
and events, and IDs will be checked for proof of residency.  For permanent locations and one-
day event details, please visit the Agency’s website at swancc.org. 
 
Under the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, electronics cannot be accepted from 
municipalities, schools, businesses and institutions. Please see the Agency’s Reuse and Recycling 
Directory for recyclers. 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
R2solutions.org 
Ban.org 
epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling 
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