
Final Report of the Flood Control Task Force – October 14, 2013 
 

 
Our first thoughts are to thank everyone we worked with these past years, starting with 
the creator of this task force, Mayor David Schmidt, the Park Ridge City Council, Public 
Works Director Wayne Zingsheim, City Engineer Sarah Mitchell, Staff Member Susan 
Tedeschi, Superintendent of Public Works Brian Weibe, the Christopher Burke 
Engineering Company, the Park Ridge Residents, and the Task Force membership of Lou 
Arrigoni, Dan Carroll, John Humm, Kim Jones, Pat Lofthouse, Bob Mack, Joseph 
Saccomanno, and Steve Tolan. 
 
To summarize our work we composed Appendix J – Summary of the Flood Control Task 
Force to be placed in “The Report of the Park Ridge Flood Control Task Force – April 
2010.”  Each goal is listed with future actions to be taken and progress to date.  Some 
goals have been completed, some goals are ongoing and others will be part of future 
work.  We consider this Report to be a working document to be continually updated and 
actively referenced during budget planning. 
 
Throughout these years of the Task Force we learned the details of the Park Ridge 
infrastructure from Public Works staff, we invited residents to provide input at each 
meeting and we offered our professional thoughts whenever possible.  All parties learned 
from each other.  It is vital to continue this education process through an education day 
supported by the City, evening seminars, and guest speakers from other organizations.  
Citizen and city council interaction on storm water issues is essential. 
 
We are at the point where many small scale tasks have been completed, many 
intermediate construction projects are ongoing and now we must think long term and plan 
BIG!  Park Ridge must partner with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRDGC) for completion of the Deep Tunnel Reservoirs, new flood 
control reservoirs serving the Northwest Suburbs, new intercepting sewers and a pilot 
study.   We must also partner with the US Army Corps of Engineers in the planning and 
implementation of construction projects to benefit the Des Plaines River and adjacent 
communities.  Other partners are the Cook County Forest Preserve, FEMA, and the 
Northwest Municipal Conference. 
 
Within Park Ridge we must look for temporary storm water retention opportunities with 
the Park District, Board of Education, the Park Ridge Country Club, existing 
development sites, and new development sites.  This requires the City Council to open 
discussions with these local organizations.   
 
We must also ensure that public works has two employees to operate the Vactor truck to 
provide continuous cleaning of sewers and inlets.  Public works should work closely with 
MWRDGC crews that clear debris from local streams.   
 
The City of Park Ridge should hire a full or part-time person to be a flood control 
coordinator to provide public education, collection of stormwater data, apply for grant 



funding, attend meetings with other agencies and organizations, compose requests for 
proposals for engineering consulting services, and be available for any flood control 
activities. 
 
In conclusion, we have found the flood control challenges intense and a hardship on 
residents, however we must press forward with solutions at all levels.  Now is the best 
time to partner with the MWRDGC and the US Army Corps of engineers to tackle all the 
large, costly projects that provide long-term permanent results.  Residents, local 
government and federal government all are addressing answers.  We now have the best 
opportunity to put the flooding problems of Park Ridge into the past and enjoy this 
wonderful community. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Gale W. Fabisch 
Flood Control Task Force Chairperson 
  



Oct. 10, 2013 
 

Additions to Final Flood Report for City Council 
 

Summary points: 
 

 We need to think and plan long term (next 30 years) 
 We need to implement BIG plans 
 We need a better Management structure for Capital projects. 
 We need to have a structure to provide incentives for SW retention. 
 We need continual citizen interaction on Storm Water mitigation issues. 
 We need consistent collection of Storm Water data with each significant 

rainfall. 
 We need to use many resource to solve our Storm Water issues: “the toolbox” 
 * Federal resources –Des Plaines River water retention 
 * State and County resources—Financial regional planning. 
 * Homeowners implementation on their property’s water retention   
  programs. 
 * City major capital programs.  
 * City maintenance of infrastructure  
 * Participation and planning with other local government taxing bodies. 
  

It’s unacceptable to look back and say “it always flooded.”  We as a generation have an 
obligation to make Park Ridge better than when we arrived.     We can’t compare to ’61 
or ’87…we must strive to look to the future to have a better Storm Water management 
practices and systems.  This town will continue to grow in size of both the residential and 
commercial housing inventory and our infrastructure must keep ahead of the curve.  It’s 
evident from the experiences of the last 4 years that this has not been the case over the 
past twenty years.   During the next thirty years we need to update our infrastructure to fit 
the needs of our community.   
 



Appendix J - Summary of the Flood Control Task Force

 No. Brief Description of Recommendations Future Action Progress as of Oct. 2013

G1-1
Communication/Education of Citizens on Flood 
causes.

Committee 
recommends continuing 
education

Staff presentation of Sewers 101 
9/13

G1-2
Publication of Recommendations on City web 
site

Summary of City 
Progress need to be 
highlighted

All flood information posted on 
City web site

G1-3
Education on benefits of Low impact green 
initiatives to minimize run-off

Continue education of 
green initiatives Limited communication to public

G1-4
Encourage residents on Storm Water Best 
Management Practices (BMP's) Ongoing education

Limited to 1 on 1 contact and 
web circulated information.

G1-5
Educate residents to not impact water flow on 
their properties. Ongoing education

Limited to 1 on 1 contact in a few 
specific area of city

G1-6
Use schools to promote lifelong awareness of 
flood mitigation BMP's None

G1-7
Dedicate drainage easements for new 
developments MWRDGC Ordinance item

G1-8 Disconnect day at city for downspouts 
Include discussion of 
sump pumps None

G1-9 City promotion of rain barrels None

G1-10
City Promotion of removing debris and cleaning 
of outlets None

G1-11
Educate home owners with material to reduce 
water resources during heavy rains. Limited

G2-3-1

Increase activities for Maintenance of inlet 
cleaning, sewer cleaning, and digital recording of 
sewers

City acquisition of dedicated staff 
and equipment resources.

G2-3-2
ID inadequate inlet spacing and grate capacity to 
alleviate overland flooding

City wide sewer study to 
address?

G2-3-3 Id existing flood routes and eliminate blockages
Mayfield Estates; but problem not 
resolved

G2-3-4
With new construction, flood routes should be 
protected with easements

May be part of MWRDGC pilot 
study.

 No. Brief Description of Recommendations Future Action Progress as of Oct. 2013
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Appendix J - Summary of the Flood Control Task Force

G2-3-5
On overland flood routes, evaluate building 
structures with low openings (window wells)  

Homeowners need to 
take action.  Incentives 
might be needed. None

G2-3-6
Solutions to problems with flooding on structures 
with reverse slope driveways

Need more publications 
to residents. Solutions not publicized

G2-3-7

Evaluation of freeboard height of levee along 
Riverside Drive for protection from 100 year 
flood.

Freeboard of Electrical 
transformers needs to 
increased

Evaluation done but transformers 
still low.

G2-3-8
Replacement of flap gate with newer technology 
check value systems

New flap gate old technology 
installed.  City to do more 
analysis of Riverside flooding

G2-3-9
Evaluate low opening of access opening on 
Sibley Avenue lift station.

Public Works determined 
opening to be adequate.

G2-3-
10 Routine inspections of Dempster Street flood wall

With Levee 50 project installed 
by Corp of Engr.'s flood wall 
maybe excess.

G2-3-
11

Engineering review of Inlet system for Mayfield 
Estates for additional inlet capacity.

Part of city wide project 
plan.

New overland flooding  pumping 
procedures are in place.

G2-3-
12

Work with IDOT to add convenience from Prairie 
Creek

Discuss with the 
MWRDGC. Preliminary discussions.

G2-3-
13

Homeowners need to inspect & maintain owned 
sewer lines from house to street.

More communication is needed. 
City web site does document

G2-3-
14

Evaluate installation of “rain blockers” in certain 
streets

Consider as a pilot 
study with the 
MWRDGC None

G2-3-
15

Alleviate area flooding by working with 
developers when opportunities are feasible for 
collaboration.

Consider as a pilot 
study with the 
MWRDGC

Flood concerns introduced at 
zoning hearings.

G2-3-
16 Homeowners install battery backup sump pumps 

Ongoing education with 
home owners

Significant increase in number of 
permits

G2-3-
17

Continue emphases on reduction of power 
outages through collaboration with 
Commonwealth Edison 

Comed must perform 
preventive maintenance 
and tree trimming

Done - Meetings and special 
reporting to City Council

G2-3-
18

Homeowners do routine maintenance of float 
and pump equipment

Ongoing education with 
home owners

City web site provides 
documentation
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Appendix J - Summary of the Flood Control Task Force

 No. Brief Description of Recommendations Future Action Progress as of Oct. 2013
G2-3-

19
Homeowners consider high capacity pump 
systems

Ongoing education with 
home owners Incentives?

G2-3-
20 Homeowners prevent ground water seepage

With drought, clay 
ground can cause more 
seepage. Documentation on city web site

G2-3-
21

Conduct survey why citizens didn't participate in 
flood data requests.

Privacy issues, provide 
encouragement.

Request for information on city 
web site

G2-3-
22

Obtain flood information on real-time continuous 
basis

Request for information on city 
web site

G2-3-
23

Add the information from City wide sewer study 
to flood data base. To be initiated Data collection ongoing.

G2-3-
24

Evaluate current Emergency Operations Plans 
and resources available with CERT teams.

Training Dollars needed 
for CERT teams

Plans and training have been 
updated

G2-3-
25 Establish a Volunteer Flood Brigade

City assigned resp. to CERT 
team

G2-3-
26 Flood committee continues its activities 

To be determined by 
Mayor Schmidt

Meeting on a quarterly basis in 
2012-2013

G2-3-
27

Appointment of a City council representative to 
understand the impact of the expansion of the 
MWRDGC.

Mail letters to the 
MWRDGC Executive 
Director Draft letters composed.

G2-3-
28

Park Ridge consider joining Community Rating 
System None

G2-4-1
Compare City Park Ridge combined flow 
regulation to other communities Ongoing activity

Some comparisons have been 
presented by the Task Force

G2-5-1

City to consider providing an incentive program 
for homeowners to install flood protection 
devices.

Needs more data, 
definition and cost cap. Rejected by City Council

Tasks formulated as outgrowth of task 
force meetings with staff during the last 
four years.

A Perform a city wide sewer study. Done

B
Acquire inspection and flushing truck to 
accomplish good maintenance of sewers Done

C Allocate dollar resources to sewer lining Done
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Appendix J - Summary of the Flood Control Task Force

D
With a sense of urgency, start the projects with 
acquisition of a $5M bond issue Done

 No. Brief Description of Recommendations Future Action Progress as of Oct. 2013

E
Prioritize the city wide flood mitigation projects for 
the next 5 years. Done

F
Allocate resources to maintain the electrical 
equipment in the Sibley Ave. lift station. Done

G  

Establishment of sewer funding as a financial 
tool to assure maintenance of sewer and water 
infrastructure Done
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