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MINUTES 
MAYOR’S ADVISORY BOARD MEETING  

June 16, 2009 
 
Members Present: Aldermen DiPietro, Bach, Wsol, and Allegretti 
Others Present:   Deputy City Manager Juliana Maller and Senior Administrative Assistant Barb Cannon 
 
 
Chairman DiPietro called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Ald. Wsol moved to approve the June 3, 2009 Advisory Board minutes. 
The motion passed.   
 
 
INTERVIEWS  
Richard Van Metre:  Library Board of Trustees  
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Van Metre agreed with the requirements. 
 

� If re-appointed, this will be Mr. Van Metre’s third and final term on the Library Board. 
� He has enjoyed three of the last six years as the Board’s Treasurer. 
� He grew up in libraries and finds this appointment very rewarding. 
� Mr. Van Metre believes strongly in the importance of the Library to our citizens of all ages. 
 

Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Van Metre for re-interviewing for the Library Board of Trustees, and explained that the 
Board will be concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that they would be discussing the 
applicants and then making their recommendations to the Mayor.  
 
Ald. Wsol moved to recommend Richard Van Metre be re-appointed to the Library Board of Trustees, for a 
term ending on 6/30/2012. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Gary Ziols:  O’Hare Airport Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Ziols agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Mr. Ziols is a life-long resident of Park Ridge. 
� He is currently an environmental consultant, after working for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 

for over 30 years. 
� He is interested in addressing O’Hare guidelines that impact our City. 

 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Ziols for interviewing for the O’Hare Airport Commission, and explained that they will be 
concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
Ald. Bach moved to recommend Gary Ziols be appointed to the O’Hare Airport Commission, for a term 
ending on 7/01/2013. The motion passed unanimously.  
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Jennifer Perry:  O’Hare Airport Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Ms. Perry agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Ms. Perry has lived in Park Ridge for 15 years.  
� She is a member of ORD-REST and is part of a sub-group thereof that meets weekly. 
� She is concerned about the economic, environmental, and health consequences of O’Hare activity on her 

family and the community. 
 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Ms. Perry for interviewing for the O’Hare Airport Commission, and explained that they will be 
concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed her that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
Ald. Bach moved to recommend Jennifer Perry be appointed to the O’Hare Airport Commission, for a term 
ending on 7/01/2013. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Bill McInerney:  O’Hare Airport Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. McInerney agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Mr. McInerney is a two-year resident of Park Ridge. 
� He is the owner of an O’Hare-based airfreight company. 
� He has been a 25-year proponent of the O’Hare Modernization Program. 
� He believes O’Hare needs to realign their runways to work efficiently. 

 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. McInerney for interviewing for the O’Hare Airport Commission, and explained that they 
will be concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants 
and then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
 
Alice Boghosian:  Public Art Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Dr. Boghosian agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Dr. Boghosian has been a Public Art Commissioner since 2006. 
� She feels it’s a great Commission and the people are progressive in their thinking. 
� She enjoys bringing the arts to the City and the schools. 
� She is eager for the group to start on new projects including the Higgins Corridor. 

 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Dr. Boghosian for re-interviewing for the Public Art Commission, and explained that they will 
be concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed her that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
Ald. Wsol moved to recommend Alice Boghosian be re-appointed to the Public Art Commission, for a term 
ending on 6/19/2012. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
John Sclafani:  Zoning Board of Appeals 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Sclafani agreed with the requirements. 
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� Mr. Sclafani has been a Park Ridge resident since 1997. 
� He just published a book, Find the Money in It, or the Way Out. 
� He had a case before the ZBA in 2006 and experienced a good outcome through negotiations with the Board 

and so believes he can bring his first-hand knowledge to the Board in helping to continue improving the 
process.  “Most residents do not understand what “hardship” means.” 

� When asked, he responded there should not be an appeal process from the ZBA to the City Council because 
ZBA is the appellate body. 

 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Sclafani for interviewing for the Zoning Board of Appeals, and explained that they will be 
concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
Ald. Bach moved to recommend John Sclafani be appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals, for a term ending 
on 12/01/2010. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Daniel Craig:  Youth Services Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Craig agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Mr. Craig graduated from Maine South last week. 
� He had not heard of the Youth Service Commission until this year’s dodge ball tournament. 
� He will be going away to school but is planning to travel back for the monthly meetings. 
� He would like to get the word out about the Commission and more productive ways for teens to spend their 

time. 
 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Craig for interviewing for the Youth Services Commission, and explained that they will be 
concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor.  
 
Ald. Bach moved to recommend Daniel Craig be appointed to the Youth Services Commission, for a term 
ending on 6/30/2011. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Gene Spanos:  O’Hare Airport Commission 
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Spanos agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Mr. Spanos is a retired public safety lieutenant. 
� He is active in ORD-REST and ARCO (Alliance of Residents Concerning O’Hare Inc.). 
� He would like to seek liaison with the agencies involved in reducing noise levels and improving air quality. 
 

Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Spanos for interviewing for the O’Hare Airport Commission, and explained that they will 
be concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
 
Christine Kutt:  O’Hare Airport Commission 
Ms. Kutt was unable to attend. 
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Randy Derifield:  Appearance Commission  
The Advisory Board reviewed its goals, the importance of attending at least 75% of the meetings and the City’s ethics 
requirements.  Mr. Derifield agreed with the requirements. 
 

� Mr. Derifield has been a resident of Park Ridge since 1982. 
� He was employed by the City of Park Ridge (1981-2007), served as Director of Community Development 

and, along with a few others, formed the Appearance Commission. 
� He would like to serve the community by filling the unexpired term on the Commission. 

 
Ald. DiPietro thanked Mr. Derifield for interviewing for the Appearance Commission and explained that they will be 
concluding some of the interviews tonight. He informed him that the Board would be discussing the applicants and 
then making their recommendations to the Mayor.  
 
Ald. DiPietro moved to recommend Randy Derifield be appointed to the Appearance Commission, for a term 
ending on 5/07/2010. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
REVIEW OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS LISTING OPENINGS  
The Board discussed the vacancies on the various Boards and Commissions, including Appearance, Civil 
Service, Planning & Zoning, Public Art, and Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 
 
DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION OF APPLICANTS  
The Advisory Board members were impressed by the quality of candidates applying for the City of Park Ridge 
Boards, Committees and Commissions. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
As above. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
The Board will meet next on June 30, 2009 at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Ald. Allegretti moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Ald. Richard DiPietro 
Chairman/Advisory Board on Boards and Commissions  
 
 


