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Meeting Date: June 5, 2017 
 
Meeting Type:  COW (Committee of the Whole)   City Council    Budget Workshop 
 
Item Title: Approve the first reading of An Ordinance Designating 721 North Prospect Avenue 

(Solomon Cottage) as a Park Ridge Landmark  
 
 

Action Requested:  Approval   For discussion 
  Feedback requested  For your information 
 
Staff Contact: Jim Brown, CP&D Director  Phone: 847-318-5296  

Email:   jbrown@parkridge.us 
 
 

Background:  The Historic Preservation Commission and the Landmarks Program 

In 2010 the City Council created the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and established a local 

historic landmarks program.1  The HPC has several powers and duties.  Among them are:  “Conduct public 

hearings for the purpose of making recommendations to the City Council for the designation of landmarks 

and historic districts” in accordance with specific procedures and standards.  A local landmark is a site or 

structure that possesses critical architectural, historical or cultural significance to Park Ridge.   

The City’s landmark program is part of a nationwide effort to preserve the character of communities and to 

identify, evaluate, and protect America’s historic, cultural and archeological resources.  The National 

Register of Historic Places, created by Congress in 1966 and administered by the National Park Service, 

is the official list of the nation's historic places worthy of preservation.  

While placement on the Register of Historic Places may enable the property owner to seek grants or tax 

breaks, it does not confer protection of the structure or site from destruction or alteration.  Local landmark 

designation, however, is significant because it does confer protection against destruction or alteration.  Per 

Section 23-5-1 of the Municipal Code: 

“Alterations to designated landmarks or districts may be performed only pursuant to the 

following:  No alteration may be performed on property that is within an historic district or that 

has been designated as a landmark, without a Certificate of Appropriateness as approved by 

the Commission; except (1) where, in the opinion of the appropriate code official, a structure 

has been damaged by fire or other catastrophic event, and pursuant to the applicable provisions 

of the Park Ridge building code, must be demolished; or (2) structures owned by the City shall 

not require a Certificate of Appropriateness where there has been a determination by the City 

Council that the alteration, including demolition, is in the best interest of the City.” 

 

As is usually the case in other communities with landmarks program, owner consent is required for historic 

landmark designation (Sec 23-3-2).    

The Applications Under Consideration 

Gayle Mountcastle, on behalf of the Park Ridge Park District (the property owner) submitted two 

applications for landmark designation (applications attached): 

 721 North Prospect Avenue (Solomon Cottage); Historic Landmark Designation Case LD-17-01; and 

                                                 
1 Ordinance 2010-08, Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Park Ridge Regarding Articles 4 and 23 of the 

City of Park Ridge Municipal Code, approved January 18, 2010. 
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 733 North Prospect Avenue (Wohlers Hall and Emery Cottage); Historic Landmark Designation Case  

LD-17-02 

Solomon Cottage, Wohlers Hall and The Emery Cottage are the three remaining structures built for the 

Illinois Industrial School for Girls (later the Park Ridge School for Girls, the Park Ridge Youth Campus, and 

the Youth Campus) property in 1908 after the school was relocated from Evanston.  They were all designed 

by the influential Chicago architectural firm of Holabird & Roche.  In 1998, the school was listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  Wohlers Hall, in particular, was noted in the National Register 

application as the “crown jewel” of architecture on the school/campus.  See the attached documents for 

more background on the history and significance of the school and these three buildings. 

The HPC conducted a public hearing on the two Park District applications on May 3, 2017.  After testimony 

and review of the applications, the HPC voted 8-0 to recommend approval to the City Council of the two 

applications for historic landmark designation.   

Recommendation: 
 
Approve the first reading of An Ordinance Designating 721 North Prospect Avenue (Solomon Cottage) as 
a Park Ridge Landmark  
 
Budget Implications: 
 
Does Action Require an Expenditure of Funds:  Yes   No 
If Yes, Total Cost:          
If Yes, is this a Budgeted Item:  
   Yes   No   Requires Budget Transfer 
If Budgeted, Budget Code (Fund, Dept, Object)       
 
Attachments: 
 

 An Ordinance Designating 721 North Prospect Avenue (Solomon Cottage) as a Park Ridge 
Landmark  

 Landmark Designation Application for 721 North Prospect Avenue (Case LD-17-01), dated 3/31/17 
 Nomination for Park Ridge Landmark Designation, 721 North Prospect Avenue, Park Ridge Park 

District (undated) 
 Affidavit of ownership, 721 North Prospect Avenue 
 Staff memorandum to HPC, May 3, 2017 
 HPC (draft) minutes of the meeting of May 3, 2017 
 List of current City historic landmarks 
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CITY OF PARK RIDGE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017- ______________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING 721 NORTH PROSPECT AVENUE (SOLOMON COTTAGE) 

AS A PARK RIDGE LANDMARK 
 

 
 WHEREAS, on March 31, 2017, the Owner of 721 North Prospect Avenue, Park Ridge, 
Illinois, filed an application requesting that the property be designated by the City as a 
Landmark pursuant to the Park Ridge Historic Preservation Code, Article 23 of the Park Ridge 
Municipal Code, on the following legally described property:  
 
ALL THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4, LYING EAST OF AND ADJOINING THE CENTER LINE OF 
PROSPECT AVENUE OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 41 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, (EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LAND, ALL THAT PART LYING NORTH OF AND ADJOINING 
THE SOUTH LINE OF MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NUMBER ONE SUBDIVISION, RECORDED AS 
DOCUMENT 16139524; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LANO, ALL THAT PART LYING SOUTH OF 
AND ADJOINING THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 40 ACRES THEREOF; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID 
TRACT OF LAND, ALL THAT PART OF THE EAST 193 FEET, EXCEPT THE NORTH 33 FEET THEREOF, OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AFORESAID; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LAND, 
THOSE PARTS TAKEN OR USED FOR PROSPECT AVENUE AND WASHINGTON STREET; AND ALSO 
EXCEPTING THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 41 NORTH, RANGE 12. 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A DISTANCE OF 
1161.35 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID POINT BEING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NO. 1, RECORDED FEBRUARY 2, 1955 AS DOCUMENT NO. 16139524; 
THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NO. 1, A DISTANCE OF 
213.02 FEET; THENCE SOUTH ALONG A LINE PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A 
DISTANCE OF 196.24 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 1, EXTENDED WEST, OF KOERNER'S 
SUBDIVISION, RECORDED MAY 26, 1953 AS DOCUMENT NO. 15627613; THENCE EAST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 1 OF KOERNER'S SUBDIVISION, A DISTANCE OF 213.04 FEET TO A POINT ON 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A 
DISTANCE OF 195.53 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING) ALL IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.. 

 
Property Index Numbers: 09-26-205-067-0000  
 
The property is commonly known as:  721 North Prospect Avenue 

 
 WHEREAS, all appropriate reviews, including a duly noticed Public Hearing by the 
Historic Preservation Commission on May 3, 2017, were conducted with respect to the 
application; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon closing the Public Hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission 
made its findings of fact and, approved the recommendation that the City Council designate 721 
North Prospect Avenue as an official Historic Landmark. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Park Ridge, Cook County, Illinois, pursuant to its home rule authority provided under Article VII 
of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 as follows: 

SECTION 1:  Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are hereby incorporated into and 
made a part of this Ordinance as if fully set forth in this Section 1. 

SECTION 2:  Designation. 721 North Prospect Avenue is hereby designated as a Historic 
Landmark of the City of Park Ridge pursuant to Article 23 of the Park Ridge Municipal Code.  
This designation shall run with the land and be recorded with the Cook County Recorder of 
Deeds to bear witness to the rights, privileges and obligations of a Park Ridge Historic 
Landmark. 
 

SECTION 3: Superseding Effect. The specific terms and conditions of this Ordinance 
shall prevail against other existing ordinances of the City to the extent of any conflicts. 

SECTION 4:  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage, approval and publication according to law.   

 SECTION 5:  Publication. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish 
said Ordinance in pamphlet form according to law. 

 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Park Ridge, Cook County, Illinois, this______   day  
of  __________, 2017. 
 
VOTE: 
 
 AYES:  _______________  
 
NAYS:   _______________   
 
ABSENT: ______________ 
 
 
     Approved by me this ___ day of _________, A.D., 20____.  
 
    

 
________________________________ 

       Marty Maloney, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
        Betty W. Henneman, City Clerk 
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Background:  The Historic Preservation Commission and the Landmarks Program 

In 2010 the City Council created the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and established a local 

historic landmarks program.1  The HPC has several powers and duties.  Among them are:  “Conduct public 

hearings for the purpose of making recommendations to the City Council for the designation of landmarks 

and historic districts” in accordance with specific procedures and standards.  A local landmark is a site or 

structure that possesses critical architectural, historical or cultural significance to Park Ridge.   

The City’s landmark program is part of a nationwide effort to preserve the character of communities and to 

identify, evaluate, and protect America’s historic, cultural and archeological resources.  The National 

Register of Historic Places, created by Congress in 1966 and administered by the National Park Service, 

is the official list of the nation's historic places worthy of preservation.  

While placement on the Register of Historic Places may enable the property owner to seek grants or tax 

breaks, it does not confer protection of the structure or site from destruction or alteration.  Local landmark 

designation, however, is significant because it does confer protection against destruction or alteration.  Per 

Section 23-5-1 of the Municipal Code: 

“Alterations to designated landmarks or districts may be performed only pursuant to the 

following:  No alteration may be performed on property that is within an historic district or that 

has been designated as a landmark, without a Certificate of Appropriateness as approved by 

the Commission; except (1) where, in the opinion of the appropriate code official, a structure 

has been damaged by fire or other catastrophic event, and pursuant to the applicable provisions 

of the Park Ridge building code, must be demolished; or (2) structures owned by the City shall 

not require a Certificate of Appropriateness where there has been a determination by the City 

Council that the alteration, including demolition, is in the best interest of the City.” 

 

As is usually the case in other communities with landmarks program, owner consent is required for historic 

landmark designation (Sec 23-3-2).    

The Applications Under Consideration 

Gayle Mountcastle, on behalf of the Park Ridge Park District (the property owner) submitted two 

applications for landmark designation (applications attached): 

 721 North Prospect Avenue (Solomon Cottage); Historic Landmark Designation Case LD-17-01; and 

                                                 
1 Ordinance 2010-08, Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Park Ridge Regarding Articles 4 and 23 of the 

City of Park Ridge Municipal Code, approved January 18, 2010. 
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 733 North Prospect Avenue (Wohlers Hall and Emery Cottage); Historic Landmark Designation Case  
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Solomon Cottage, Wohlers Hall and The Emery Cottage are the three remaining structures built for the 

Illinois Industrial School for Girls (later the Park Ridge School for Girls, the Park Ridge Youth Campus, and 

the Youth Campus) property in 1908 after the school was relocated from Evanston.  They were all designed 

by the influential Chicago architectural firm of Holabird & Roche.  In 1998, the school was listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  Wohlers Hall, in particular, was noted in the National Register 

application as the “crown jewel” of architecture on the school/campus.  See the attached documents for 

more background on the history and significance of the school and these three buildings. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
505 BUTLER PLACE 

PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 
 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 AT 6:00 PM  
 
 
Chair Barclay called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.  She announced that Commissioner Sergo 
had resigned.   
 
A. Roll Call  

 
Present  
Judy Barclay, Chair 
Paul Adlaf 
Sharon Bollinger 
Barb Christopher (via phone) 
John Mackin 
Joan Mattingly (arrived 6:10pm) 
Shel Newman 
Julie Tiu 
 
Absent 
None 

City Council 
Alderman Shubert  
 
Staff 
Jon Branham, Senior Planner 
Mary Beth Golden, Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present  
5 audience members 
 
 
 

 
B. Approval of Minutes – April 5, 2017 

 
On a motion by Commissioner Bollinger, seconded by Commissioner Adlaf, the Commission 
approved the minutes from the April 5, 2017 meeting, as submitted.  
 
This motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 
C. Citizens Wishing to be Heard on Non-Agenda Items - none  
 
D. Designation Review Cases –  
 

1. Landmark Designation at 721 North Prospect Avenue, Case Number LD-17-01 
 
Chair Barclay explained the public hearing process. 
 
Gayle Mountcastle, Park Ridge Park District, summarized the application. She stated 
the Park District requested a review of historic landmark designation at 721 North 
Prospect Avenue, commonly known as the Solomon Cottage.  She stated the site 
was significant with respect to several of the designation criteria.  She explained the 
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process of redeveloping the site for the Park District and working in collaboration with 
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency regarding the site.  She elaborated on the 
social impact of the former Youth Campus and the architecture of the building.  She 
stated the building is currently being renovated and will operate as the new home of 
the Park Ridge History Center.       
 
On a motion by Commissioner Adlaf, seconded by Commissioner Tiu, the 
Commission AGREED to close the public hearing. 
 
The Commission reviewed application and the designation standards and 
determined they had been met. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Tiu, seconded by Commissioner Bollinger, the 
Commission   
 
AGREED to recommend City Council approval of the Landmark Designation 
Application for 721 North Prospect Avenue, Case Number LD-17-01, as submitted. 
 
Vote on the motion was as follows:  

 
AYES              8 Commissioners Barclay, Adlaf, Bollinger, Christopher, 

Mackin, Mattingly, Newman, and Tiu 
  
  NAYES 0 None  
 
  ABSENT 0 None 
 

2. Landmark Designation at 733 North Prospect Avenue, Case Number LD-17-02 
 
Ms. Mountcastle summarized the application. She stated the Park Ridge Park District 
also requested a review of historic landmark designation at 733 North Prospect 
Avenue, known as Wohlers Hall and Emery Cottage.  She stated Wohlers Hall was 
the original school building and that Emery Cottage was a residential cottage and 
located directly behind the school building.  She highlighted the impact of the cottage 
style campus.      
 
On a motion by Commissioner Adlaf, seconded by Commissioner Tiu, the 
Commission AGREED to close the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Newman inquired if the properties could be combined into a historic 
district.  Mr. Branham responded that the properties were both located on the same 
zoning lot.    
 
The Commission reviewed the application and standards for designation and 
determined they had been met. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Tiu, seconded by Commissioner Adlaf, the 
Commission   
 
AGREED to recommend City Council approval of the Landmark Designation 
Application for 733 North Prospect Avenue, Case Number LD-17-02, as submitted. 
 
Vote on the motion was as follows:  
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AYES              8 Commissioners Barclay, Adlaf, Bollinger, Christopher, 

Mackin, Mattingly, Newman, and Tiu 
  
  NAYES 0 None  
 
  ABSENT 0 None 
 

E. Other Items - none 
 

F. New Business –  
 

Commissioner Bollinger mentioned she had located legal information regarding historic 
preservation that would be forwarded to the Commissioners. 
 
Chair Barclay announced several 100-year old homes.  The Commission congratulated the 
owners for coming forward and maintaining the homes over the years.   
 
Commissioner Newman discussed the Spirit of ’45 memorial relocation to South Park.  The 
Commission discussed landmarking possibilities and determined the Park Board should 
review initially.     
 
Alderman Shubert stated the budget for the next fiscal year was approved but that new 
council members will have a chance to review.  He reiterated an amendment to the budget 
for additional plaques could be possible if there were a higher number than anticipated.   
 
Commissioner Tiu made an announcement about an event this upcoming Saturday in 
Princeton, Illinois. 
 
Chair Barclay provided a wrap-up of the poster contest and stated the winners would be 
honored at the May 15th City Council meeting.   
 

G. Adjournment  
 

On a motion by Commissioner Mattingly, seconded by Commissioner Adlaf, the 
Commission agreed to adjourn the meeting.  
 
This motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM.  

 
 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
              

 

 
 
 
These minutes are not a verbatim record of the meeting but a summary of the proceedings. 
 



Minutes for the Historic Preservation Commission (Cont.) 

 
 

4 
 

BEFORE THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

 
In the Matter of        ) 

    ) Case Number LD-17-01 
721 North Prospect Avenue       )     

F I N D I N G S  O F  F A C T 
 

This matter having come before the Historic Preservation Commission for a hearing at the 
request of the Park Ridge Park District, for landmark designation in accordance with Section 23-
3-1 of the Park Ridge Municipal Code, at 721 North Prospect Avenue; and the Commission 
having held a public hearing on May 3, 2017, as required by law, and discussed the matter at its 
May 3, 2017, meeting; and having heard evidence on the matter, based on the evidence 
presented, as reflected in the minutes of these proceedings, and for the reasons indicated in the 
minutes of this Commission in this case,  

 
The Historic Preservation Commission finds that the following facts have been established 
based on the standards set forth in the Historic Preservation Ordinance: 
 
1.   The site’s significance with respect to the historical, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or other 

heritage of the nation, state or community. 
 
 721 North Prospect Avenue is significant to the historic and social heritage of the 

community, state, and nation due to it being an important surviving element from the earliest 
days of congregate care and an example of the evolution of the social policy towards 
children at the time.       

 
2. The site’s significance as it may be representative of an architectural or engineering type 

lending itself to the study of a style, period, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of 
indigenous materials. 

 
 721 North Prospect Avenue is representative of the Colonial / Georgian Revival architecture, 

designed by the noted firm Holabird & Roche of Chicago.  .    
 
3. The site’s association with an important person or event in the national, state, or local 

history. 
 

 Hannah Greenebaum Solomon was president of the school at the time of its relocation to 
Park Ridge from Evanston, and was a prominent social activist.  She was responsible for the 
school’s survival in the early years of the century. 

 
4. The site’s identity as a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual genius has influenced an era. 
 

 Holabird & Roche designed the Solomon Cottage.  The firm was well known in the 
Chicagoland area for many prominent commercial structures but institutional design also 
represented a small but important portion of the business.     

 
5. The site’s identity as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owning to 

its unique location or physical characteristics.   
 

 The site has been an established and visual feature on North Prospect Avenue since 1908. 
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6. Criteria promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Interior for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

 
 The Solomon Cottage was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1998.   
 
7. The preference of the owner. 

 
 The Park Ridge Park District has acknowledged the application and is in full support of 721 

North Prospect Avenue receiving local landmark designation. 
 
8. The economic and functional potentials of the site. 

 
 The renovated Solomon Cottage will function as the new home of the Park Ridge History 

Center at Prospect Park.      
 
Therefore, the Commission recommends approval of the landmark designation, as requested, 
on the terms and conditions set forth in the minutes of the meeting of May 3, 2017. 
 
 

           
Date     Judy Barclay,  Chair 
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BEFORE THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Park Ridge, Illinois 

 
In the Matter of        ) 

    ) Case Number LD-17-02 
733 North Prospect Avenue       )     

F I N D I N G S  O F  F A C T 
 

This matter having come before the Historic Preservation Commission for a hearing at the 
request of the Park Ridge Park District, for landmark designation in accordance with Section 23-
3-1 of the Park Ridge Municipal Code, at 733 North Prospect Avenue; and the Commission 
having held a public hearing on May 3, 2017, as required by law, and discussed the matter at its 
May 3, 2017, meeting; and having heard evidence on the matter, based on the evidence 
presented, as reflected in the minutes of these proceedings, and for the reasons indicated in the 
minutes of this Commission in this case,  

 
The Historic Preservation Commission finds that the following facts have been established 
based on the standards set forth in the Historic Preservation Ordinance: 
 
1.   The site’s significance with respect to the historical, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or other 

heritage of the nation, state or community. 
 
 733 North Prospect Avenue is significant to the historic and social heritage of the 

community, state, and nation due to it being an important surviving element from the earliest 
days of congregate care and an example of the evolution of the social policy towards 
children at the time.     

 
2. The site’s significance as it may be representative of an architectural or engineering type 

lending itself to the study of a style, period, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of 
indigenous materials. 

 
 733 North Prospect Avenue is representative of the Colonial / Georgian Revival architecture, 

designed by the noted firm Holabird & Roche of Chicago.  The firm designed both buildings.      
 
3. The site’s association with an important person or event in the national, state, or local 

history. 
 

 Albert and Jane Wohlers, Park Ridge residents and adjacent neighbors of the Youth 
Campus, assisted with the renovation of the original school building in 1998.  Marjorie 
Wilder Emery, who served for over 40 years on the school’s governing board, was honored 
with the renaming of the original cottage building in the early 1980s.   

 
4. The site’s identity as a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual genius has influenced an era. 
 

 Holabird & Roche designed the Solomon Cottage.  The firm was well known in the 
Chicagoland area for many prominent commercial structures but institutional design also 
represented a small but important portion of the business.         

 
5. The site’s identity as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owning to 

its unique location or physical characteristics.   
 

 The site has been an established and visual feature on North Prospect Avenue since 1908. 
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6. Criteria promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Interior for the National Register of 

Historic Places. 
 

 Wohlers Hall and the Emery Cottage were listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1998.     

 
7. The preference of the owner. 

 
 The Park Ridge Park District is aware of the application and is in full support of 733 North 

Prospect Avenue receiving local landmark designation. 
 
8. The economic and functional potentials of the site. 

 
 The buildings will function as part of Prospect Park and will be utilized by the Park District.      
 
Therefore, the Commission recommends approval of the landmark designation, as requested, 
on the terms and conditions set forth in the minutes of the meeting of May 3, 2017. 
 
 

           
Date     Judy Barclay, Chair 
  

 
 



List of Landmarked Properties – Summaries 

 

1. 3-11 South Prospect Avenue, 6-12 South Northwest Highway, The Pickwick 

Theater Building (#LD-10-01), adopted September 20, 2010, Ordinance #2010-

72. The Pickwick Theater Building was built in 1928 by architects Roscoe Harold 

Zook and William F. McCaughey.  The building is noted for its Art Deco style of 

architecture, defined by an emphasis on geometric designs, bright colors, and a 

range of ornament and motifs.  Sculptor/designer Alfonso Iannelli, who 

maintained a studio and home in Park Ridge, also contributed to much of the 

Pickwick’s interior architecture and ornamentation.   The Pickwick Theater 

Building’s 100-foot tower capped by an ornamental iron lantern and its marquee 

make the building one of the most recognized structures in Park Ridge.  It has 

been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1975. 

 

2. 720 Garden Street, The Clute House (#LD-11-01), adopted April 18, 2011, 

Ordinance #2011-23.  The Clute House has a strong association with members of 

the Park Ridge Artist’s Colony including artists Beulah and Walter Marshall 

Clute and sculptor/designer Alfonso Iannelli.  The Clutes resided at the house for 

many years and were well known artists.  The site also was the home of 

newspaper editor and WLS radio station manager Sam Guard and his family.  

WLS radio broadcasts took place at the building temporarily between permanent 

station locations.  Iannelli designed the fireplace in the living room with the 

Guard Family lived at the address.  The building is also significant with regard to 

the former use of the building as “The Pantry” restaurant, which was a Park Ridge 

gathering place for over 20 years.  The original structure (date unknown) and the 

“Clute” addition (circa 1906) are representative of the Arts & Crafts Cottage style 

of architecture.  The “Pantry” addition (circa 1945) is representative of the French 

Provincial Revival style of architecture.  William F. McCaughey, one of the 

architects of the Pickwick Theater Building, designed the French Provincial 

addition.   

 

3. 424 Talcott Place (#LD-11-02), adopted September 19, 2011, Ordinance #2011-

51.  424 Talcott Place is significant in respect to an architectural style, a notable 

architect, and artistic heritage of Park Ridge.  The single family home was 

constructed in the 1920s.  The developer was Durchslag Real Estate Development 

Corporation and the architect was Benedict J. Bruns.  Mr. Durchslag was inspired 

by a trip to Cuba, which introduced him to Spanish Colonial architecture and 

neoclassical elements.  The architect was a resident of Park Ridge and worked on 

many historic bungalows in the Chicaogland area, including several historically 

recognized properties.  The home features strong Spanish and Mediterranean 

influences.   Twelve similar homes were built in the area, all with similar 

architecture, constructed of masonry block and brick, finished with textured 

stucco, and feature clay tiled roofs.  The area is known as “Spanish Town” in Park 

Ridge.  Originally, the plans for “Spanish Town” included concepts for sixty-

three homes, a two-story commercial building, seventeen apartments, and offices.  



Though not fully realized, “Spanish Town” is unique and presents a distinct 

character and charm to the southern area of Park Ridge.                  

         

4. 808 Park Plaine, The Helen Unseth House, (#LD-11-03), adopted November 21, 

2011, Ordinance #2011-60.  The architect was Bruce Goff, noted as one of the 

20th century’s visionary architects.  Goff designed several buildings in the 

Chicago area between 1934 and 1942.  Goff was rooted in the Frank Lloyd 

Wright and Louis Sullivan schools of architectural theory, but developed his own 

distinctive style later in his career.  The home, know as the Helen Unseth House, 

was one of Goff’s first independent commissions.  Helen Unseth was a colleague 

of Goff’s and a local art teacher at Taft High School in Edison Park.  Goff was 

also tied to local sculptor and artist Alfonso Iannelli, whom Goff worked with in 

the 1930s.  The single family home was constructed in 1940.  The one-story frame 

home includes a triangular floor plan and a flat roof.  The home offers a resolution 

between privacy and openness on the suburban lot.  A unique characteristic of 

Goff’s is the concealed front entry at the residence.  Goff’s touch was also 

reflected in his closing the house off from street view and adjacent properties, but 

opening them up to the side and rear yards.  The triangular plan of the house 

achieved this idea without sacrificing personal privacy.  The peak of the triangular 

plan faced the front street view, with the house expanding towards the rear of the 

property.   Angled windows were placed high in the walls to minimize views of 

the interior from the street and adjacent properties, yet allowed the interior of the 

house to be open to ample sunlight and ventilation.  Rhythmic use of angled 

forms was utilized throughout the house, which can be noted especially in the 

exterior diagonal wooden boarding patterns.   Another key feature of the house is 

a majestic fireplace located at the rear of the structure framed by a beautifully 

arranged skylight.  

 

5. 2101 West Touhy Avenue, Town of Maine Cemetery (#LD-11-04), adopted 

December 5, 2011, Ordinance #2011-64.  The Town of Maine Cemetery sits on 

17.5 acres of land at the southeast corner of Touhy Avenue and Dee Road.  The 

cemetery serves as a prominent gateway to Park Ridge from the west.  The 

cemetery was officially chartered in 1858, possibly on an ancient burial ground, 

with some headstones dating back to the early 1800s.  Local artist Alfonso 

Iannelli designed the present office on the grounds and he is also interred at the 

cemetery.  The gatehouse was built of bricks from the locally known Brickton 

Brickyard.  At least six former mayors of Park Ridge are buried at the cemetery as 

well as many of the City’s founding fathers and notable persons who helped 

develop and grow Park Ridge.  Also, over ten Civil War veterans are buried at the 

site.  The cemetery also features many unique styles of monuments and 

headstones.   

 

6. 201 Grand Boulevard, The Malone House (#LD-11-05), adopted January 16, 

2012, Ordinance #2012-02.    The single-family residence was home to William 

H. Malone, the second mayor of Park Ridge.  Malone served as mayor from 1912 

to 1914.  The original frame home at 201 Grand Boulevard was constructed circa 



1850.  It is noted that “Brickton” brick was utilized from the historic local 

brickyard in Park Ridge for the original foundation.  There was a substantial 1926 

two-story addition, which included new exteriors and a redesign of the main 

entryway.  It was constructed by noted architects R.H. Zook and William F. 

McCaughey and was completed in the Classical Revival style of architecture.  

The north side terrace featuring four columns with Ionic capitals, a pediment and 

a slanted cornice is the most prominent feature of the home.  Other original Zook 

and McCaughey designs at the home include the nature-designed woodcut 

shutters.  Locally, Malone was an advocate of the arts and commissioned the 

construction of the Pickwick Theater Building in 1928, which was eventually 

designed by Zook and Alfonso Iannelli, with whom he maintained close 

friendships.  He was also associated with many other artists of the Park Ridge 

Arts Colony, including McCaughey, Barry Byrne, and John Paulding.  Malone 

also hired Zook and McCaughey to design a block of storefronts along Northwest 

Highway known as the “Malone Block” on land that Malone had donated.  

Malone’s idea to add a small park with a drinking fountain still remains at the 

west end of the block.  Cedar Court, a five-house development in a crescent 

shaped layout, is also a touchstone of Malone’s contributions to Park Ridge.  

Barry Byrne was contacted by Iannelli through Malone to design the residential 

development.  Malone is listed as the developer/builder of Cedar Court. 

 

7. 255-257 North Northwest Highway, The Iannelli Home & Studio (Case #LD-11-

06), adopted January 16, 2012, Ordinance #2012-03.  The site, located at 

Northwest Highway and Elm Street, at the northwestern edge of Uptown Park 

Ridge, is strongly associated with sculptor and designer Alfonso Iannelli.  Most 

notably, Iannelli is recognized for his collaborative design on the Pickwick 

Theater Building, another local Park Ridge landmark.  Locally, Iannelli also 

designed the gatehouse at the Town of Maine Cemetery, portions of Maine East 

High School, and the addition at the Park Ridge Community Church.  Iannelli was 

also prominently known for many Art Deco and Modernist works including the 

“Rock of Gibraltar” sculpture at the Prudential Building in downtown Chicago, 

several displays at the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair, the “sprite” sculptures at the 

Midway Gardens, zodiac signs at the Adler Planetarium, and many household 

appliance products such as Oster’s food processor, and the Sunbeam coffee pot 

and toaster.  Iannelli also served on Park Ridge’s Plan Commission in the 1920s 

and was highly involved with Park Ridge’s development at the time.  Iannelli and 

his wife Margaret, a well-known artist herself, moved into the house at 255-257 

North Northwest Highway in 1919.  They established “Iannelli Studios”, which 

would become known as a significant location in the history of the Park Ridge 

Arts Colony.  Artists and architects such as Edgar Miller, Bruce Goff, John Lloyd 

Wright, Ruth Blackwell, R. Harold Zook, Annette Cremin, Barry Byrne, and 

Oliver Rush were all associated with “Iannelli Studios” at one time or another and 

represent some of the higher profile artisans linked to the Park Ridge Arts Colony.  

Iannelli utilized the location for his home and studio and many of local artists 

congregated at the space to work and live.  The structure itself is a 19th century 

design, of which a portion was formerly a blacksmith shop believed to be 



associated with the historic Penny and Meacham (Brickton) brick yard located 

near the location.  Barry Byrne, a noted architect, whom Iannelli had a close 

association with throughout his lifetime, designed the remodeling of the structure 

in 1919.  An addition was later added to the structure.  After Iannelli’s death in 

1965, the studio was purchased and became a local flower shop.  Recently, the 

Kalo Foundation purchased the property in an effort to preserve the site and focus 

on turning the location into a local arts center. 

 

8. 519 Cedar Street (Case #LD-12-01), adopted November 19, 2012, Ordinance 

#2012-54.  519 Cedar Street, built in 1926, is one of approximately 13 Tudor-

Revival style homes in Park Ridge designed by architect R. Harold Zook, and his 

business partner William F. McCaughey.  Zook is well-known for his 

architectural work on the Pickwick Theater Building in Park Ridge, another local 

landmark.  Zook is also known for designing several suburban residences in the 

English Cotswold Cottage-style, as well as many Tudors and Georgians, 

particularly in Hinsdale and Park Ridge.  A bronze plaque honoring the architect 

is attached to façade of the 519 Cedar Street residence.  The home is also noted as 

being built by, and lived in initially by William H. Malone, Park Ridge’s second 

mayor.  Malone is also associated closely with the construction of the Pickwick 

Theater Building and many other properties in Park Ridge.  519 Cedar Street was 

specifically built in conjunction with two other Tudor-Revival homes on each 

side, 515 Cedar Street and 521 Cedar Street, under Malone’s direction.  It was 

part of Malone’s larger development plan for the area, which also featured Cedar 

Court, a five-house development, and the Malone Block, a row of storefronts 

behind Cedar Court.  The Tudor-Revival style is evident with its brick exterior 

and stone accents, a steeply-pitched roof along a side gable, a prominent front 

gable with a round, arched doorway, and a massive decorative chimney crowned 

with prominent chimney pots. 

 

9. 611 Cedar Street (Case #LD-12-02), adopted November 19, 2012, Ordinance 

#2012-55.  611 Cedar Street, built in 1923, is one of five homes that comprise 

Cedar Court, a Cotswold Cottage-style development built by William H. Malone, 

Park Ridge’s second mayor.  Malone is also associated closely with the 

construction of the Pickwick Theater Building and many other properties in Park 

Ridge.  It was part of Malone’s larger development plan for the area, which also 

featured three Tudor-Revival style homes just east of Cedar Court designed by 

architect R. Harold Zook, and the Malone Block, a row of storefronts behind 

Cedar Court to the south, also designed by Zook.  The harmonious design of the 

five-home Cedar Court, features a large “manor” house in the center, flanked by 

smaller cottage homes on each side, creating a crescent shape.  The cottage homes 

are identical with the home of the opposite side.  The lots are all pie-shaped and 

each home was originally constructed with a fishpond.  Distinctive decorative 

tiles were placed in the stucco near the front entry of each home on Cedar Court.  

Alfonso Iannelli and Barry Byrne collaborated on the design of Cedar Court.  

Iannelli was a sculptor and designer prominently known for many Art Deco and 

Modernist works, and helped to establish an artists colony in Park Ridge.  He 



contributed his designs to the Pickwick Theater Building, a Park Ridge local 

landmark.  His home and studio, located at 255-257 North Northwest Highway, 

has also been designated as a local landmark.  Byrne, an architect who studied 

with Frank Lloyd Wright and emerged from the Prairie School of Architecture, 

was known for his notable work on many educational and worship facilities 

throughout the United States.  He and Iannelli worked together on many projects.  

The Cotswold Cottage style, popular in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s, 

is represented by an asymmetrical plan, and a white, stucco surface with a brick-

surrounded arched doorway.  The home also features cross-gables with a 

dominant front gable, and narrow casement windows, which are representative of 

the style.   

 

10. 312 Cedar Street (Case #LD-14-01), adopted July 21, 2014, Ordinance #2014-33.  

312 Cedar Street, known as the Eicher House, was built in 1835, and is one of the 

oldest residences in Park Ridge.  It was the home of Henri A. Eicher, a master 

Swiss silversmith and foreman of the Kalo Shop.  The Kalo Shop was a local 

artisan’s workshop located nearby which produced many distinctive works of 

several well-known artists from the Arts & Crafts movement.  Eicher maintained 

a silversmith workshop in his barn and made it available to other artisans.  

Eicher’s wife, Asta, was also an artist and was heavily involved with the 

workshop.  Both the Kalo Shop and Eicher’s home workshop heavily contributed 

to the Park Ridge “Arts Colony” of the era.  Notably, Grant Wood, best known for 

his paintings depicting the rural American Midwest, particularly the painting 

“American Gothic”, was a silversmith at the Kalo Shop between the years 1913-

1915, and was a resident of the Eicher barn.  In the 1930s, following Eicher’s 

death, Eicher’s widow and three children were murdered and the horrific tragedy 

became the subject of a book and two films.  The residence and accessory 

structures have been well-preserved throughout the years and maintains a high 

degree of architectural integrity.      

 

11. 720 South Lincoln Avenue (Case #LD-14-02), adopted November 5, 2014, 

Ordinance #2014-59.  Built for C.T. Carroll in 1954.  William F. McCaughey was 

the architect.  McCaughey was well known for many projects in the area, notably 

the Pickwick Theater Building and Maine East High School, both completed in 

partnership with architect R. Harold Zook.  McCaughey also designed Carpenter 

School, the current Park Ridge City Hall (originally the American Casualty 

Company offices), and the Park Ridge Public Library (with Charles Rowe).   

McCaughey was celebrated for his painting and was honored with several 

awards.  He made his home in Park Ridge at several different residences 

throughout the remainder of his life.  The home at 720 South Lincoln Avenue was 

built by the Stade Construction Company, a second-generation builder known for 

quality construction.  Charles E. Stade was a midcentury architect famous for 

designing elaborate chapels.  He designed buildings in Park Ridge including St. 

Andrews Lutheran Church and Good Shepherd Methodist Church (later Embers 

School) and also resided in the City for over 30 years.    

   



12. 122 North Delphia Avenue (Case #LD-15-01), adopted December 21, 2015, 

Ordinance #2015-76.  The residence was built in 1944 as part of the initiative to 

house workers of the nearby Douglas Aircraft Plant during World War II.  It is 

one of many homes that were built in Park Ridge by federal programs to supply 

housing for the massive number of workers migrating to war production jobs.  

The Douglas Plant was a primary military aircraft production facility at the time, 

and produced troop cargo and transport planes.  The site is therefore associated 

with manpower and those that supported the United States defense industry at that 

time.  Where those workers lived is significant as wartime production was a key 

factor in the outcome of the war.  The residence itself is significant as it 

representative of War Homes that were constructed adhering to the unique 

material conserving directives of the War Housing Manual issued by the United 

States War Production Board.  The residence contains typical elements of the 

Georgian style of architecture, including a square symmetrical shape, classic 

proportions, window and door symmetry, windows with divided panes, and a 

hipped roof with minimal overhangs.   
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