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Rev 08/27/2013 

 
Meeting Date: June 5, 2017 
 
Meeting Type:  COW (Committee of the Whole)   City Council    Budget Workshop 
 
Item Title: Approve the first reading of An Ordinance Designating 733 North Prospect Avenue 

(Wohlers and Emery) as a Park Ridge Landmark  
 
 

Action Requested:  Approval   For discussion 
  Feedback requested  For your information 
 
Staff Contact: Jim Brown, CP&D Director  Phone: 847-318-5296  

Email:   jbrown@parkridge.us 
 
 

Background:  

The attached ordinance and documents pertain to the application of 733 North Prospect Avenue for 

landmark designation.   

For additional background on the Historic Preservation Commission and the landmarks program, as well 

as draft minutes of the HPC meeting of May 3, see the staff memorandum for landmark designation of 

721 North Prospect Avenue (also an agenda item for the June 5 City Council meeting).   

Recommendation: 
 
Approve the first reading of An Ordinance Designating 733 North Prospect Avenue (Wohlers and Emery) 
as a Park Ridge Landmark  
 
Budget Implications: 
 
Does Action Require an Expenditure of Funds:  Yes   No 
If Yes, Total Cost:          
If Yes, is this a Budgeted Item:  
   Yes   No   Requires Budget Transfer 
If Budgeted, Budget Code (Fund, Dept, Object)       
 
Attachments: 
 

 An Ordinance Designating 733 North Prospect Avenue (Wohlers and Emery) as a Park Ridge 
Landmark  

 Landmark Designation Application for 733 North Prospect Avenue (Case LD-17-01), dated 3/31/17 
 Nomination for Park Ridge Landmark Designation, 733 North Prospect Avenue, Park Ridge Park 

District (undated) 
 Affidavit of ownership, 733 North Prospect Avenue 
 Staff memorandum to HPC, May 3, 2017 
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DESIGNATING 733 NORTH PROSPECT AVENUE 

AS A PARK RIDGE LANDMARK 
 

 
 WHEREAS, on March 31, 2017, the Owner of 733 North Prospect Avenue, Park Ridge, 
Illinois, filed an application requesting that the property be designated by the City as a 
Landmark pursuant to the Park Ridge Historic Preservation Code, Article 23 of the Park Ridge 
Municipal Code, on the following property legally described property:  
 
ALL THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4, LYING EAST OF AND ADJOINING THE CENTER LINE OF 
PROSPECT AVENUE OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 41 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, (EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LAND, ALL THAT PART LYING NORTH OF AND ADJOINING 
THE SOUTH LINE OF MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NUMBER ONE SUBDIVISION, RECORDED AS 
DOCUMENT 16139524; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LANO, ALL THAT PART LYING SOUTH OF 
AND ADJOINING THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 40 ACRES THEREOF; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID 
TRACT OF LAND, ALL THAT PART OF THE EAST 193 FEET, EXCEPT THE NORTH 33 FEET THEREOF, OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AFORESAID; ALSO EXCEPTING FROM SAID TRACT OF LAND, 
THOSE PARTS TAKEN OR USED FOR PROSPECT AVENUE AND WASHINGTON STREET; AND ALSO 
EXCEPTING THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 41 NORTH, RANGE 12. 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A DISTANCE OF 
1161.35 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID POINT BEING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NO. 1, RECORDED FEBRUARY 2, 1955 AS DOCUMENT NO. 16139524; 
THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID MICHAELJOHN TERRACE UNIT NO. 1, A DISTANCE OF 
213.02 FEET; THENCE SOUTH ALONG A LINE PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A 
DISTANCE OF 196.24 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 1, EXTENDED WEST, OF KOERNER'S 
SUBDIVISION, RECORDED MAY 26, 1953 AS DOCUMENT NO. 15627613; THENCE EAST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 1 OF KOERNER'S SUBDIVISION, A DISTANCE OF 213.04 FEET TO A POINT ON 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 26, A 
DISTANCE OF 195.53 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING) ALL IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.. 

 
Property Index Numbers: 09-26-205-067-0000  
 
The property is commonly known as:  733 North Prospect Avenue 

 
 
 WHEREAS, all appropriate reviews, including a duly noticed Public Hearing by the 
Historic Preservation Commission on May 3, 2017, were conducted with respect to the 
application; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon closing the Public Hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission 
made its findings of fact and, approved the recommendation that the City Council designate 733 
North Prospect Avenue as an official Historic Landmark. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Park Ridge, Cook County, Illinois, pursuant to its home rule authority provided under Article VII 
of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 as follows: 

SECTION 1:  Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are hereby incorporated into and 
made a part of this Ordinance as if fully set forth in this Section 1. 
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SECTION 2:  Designation. 733 North Prospect Avenue is hereby designated as a Historic 
Landmark of the City of Park Ridge pursuant to Article 23 of the Park Ridge Municipal Code.  
This designation shall run with the land and be recorded with the Cook County Recorder of 
Deeds to bear witness to the rights, privileges and obligations of a Park Ridge Historic 
Landmark. 
 

SECTION 3: Superseding Effect. The specific terms and conditions of this Ordinance 
shall prevail against other existing ordinances of the City to the extent of any conflicts. 

SECTION 4:  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage, approval and publication according to law.   

 SECTION 5:  Publication. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish 
said Ordinance in pamphlet form according to law. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Park Ridge, Cook County, Illinois, this __ day of 
__________, 2017. 
 
 
VOTE:    
 
 AYES:  _______________  
 
NAYS:   _______________   
 
ABSENT:   _____________  
 
 
     Approved by me this ___ day of _________, A.D., 20____.  
 
    

 
________________________________ 

       Marty Maloney, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________________ 

        Betty W. Henneman, City Clerk 
 
 

















































































































































































































CITY  OF  PARK  RIDGE  

505 BUTLER PLACE 

PARK RIDGE, IL  60068 

TEL: 847/ 318-5291 

FAX: 847/ 318-6411 

TDD:847/ 318-5252 

URL:http://www.parkridge.us 
 

OUR MISSION:     THE CITY OF PARK RIDGE IS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING EXCELLENCE IN CITY SERVICES IN ORDER TO UPHOLD  

 A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, SO OUR COMMUNITY REMAINS A WONDERFUL PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

 

Date:  May 3, 2017  

 

To:  Historic Preservation Commission 

 

From:  Jon Branham, Senior Planner 

 

Subject: Historic Landmark Designation, Case:  LD-17-02 

  733 North Prospect Avenue (Wohlers Hall & The Emery Cottage) 

   

Introduction & Background 

Park Ridge Park District, applicant, requests a review for historic landmark designation at 733 North 

Prospect Avenue, in accordance with the landmark designation review provisions in Article 23 of the 

Municipal Code. 

 

The applicant submitted materials that satisfy the minimum filing requirements for landmark designation, 

including a statement on how the nomination would satisfy the landmark designation standards.  The 

application was prepared by the owner of the property.  The owner has also provided consent.  

Notification requirements for this application have been satisfied.     

 

According to research provided, 733 North Prospect Avenue is significant with respect to several of the 

criteria as required by the landmark designation standards.       

 

The application states the structures located at 733 North Prospect Avenue, also known as Wohlers Hall 

and The Emery Cottage, respectively, were some of the first structures built on the Illinois Industrial 

School for Girls (later the Park Ridge School for Girls, the Park Ridge Youth Campus, and the Youth 

Campus) property in 1908 after the school was relocated from Evanston.   

 

Wohlers Hall was the original School Building, formerly named the Straut School of Domestic Economy 

Building.  George and Elizabeth Straut assisted with funding for the construction of the building in 1910.  

Later the building was used for administration purposes.  Albert and Jane Wohlers, Park Ridge residents 

and adjacent neighbors of the Youth Campus, assisted with the renovation of the building in 1998.  

Wohlers Hall is now the headquarters of the Park Ridge Park District.     

 

The Emery Cottage, completed in 1911, is an example of the residential cottages of the School, and was 

located behind the School Building.  The Cottage was originally called the Chicago Woman’s Club 

Cottage in honor of the organization’s efforts to secure a new location for the School in the early part of 

the 20
th
 century.  In the early 1980s, the building was renamed to honor Marjorie Wilder Emery, who 

served over 40 years on the School’s governing board.  The Emery Cottage is currently being preserved 

for unknown future use by the Park District.     

 

The School was significant in terms of the “Cottage Plan” style of an open layout of residential cottages 

spread out in a circular design over the property, which differed from the barrack-style quarters of the 



 2 

previous location, and served an important example of the evolution of social policy toward dependent 

children and education at the time.   

 

The site and buildings, including Wohlers Hall and The Emery Cottage, have been an established and 

visual feature on North Prospect Avenue in Park Ridge since 1908.   

 

In 1998, the School was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Wohlers Hall, in particular, 

was noted in the National Registry application as the “crown jewel” of architecture on the 

School/Campus.     

 

The architectural firm of Holabird & Roche of Chicago designed both buildings, as well as six of the 

original nine school buildings on the site.  Wohlers Hall was designed in the Colonial Revival 

Institutional style, and The Emery Cottage includes features of Colonial/Georgian Revival design.        

 

The application concludes that Wohlers Hall and The Emery Cottage are distinctive features of Park 

Ridge’s heritage and contributes to the rich and diverse history of the community.                          

 

Staff Analysis 

 

Landmark Designation Review 

The applicant appears to meet several criteria of the landmark designation standards (Section 23-3-1 of 

the Municipal Code), which include: 

 

 The site’s significance with respect to the historical, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or other 

heritage of the nation, state or community. 

 

 The site’s significance as it may be representative of an architectural or engineering type lending 

itself to the study of a style, period, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 

 

 The site’s association with an important person or event in national, state, or local history. 

 

 The site’s identity as a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual genius has influenced an era. 

 

 The site’s identity as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its 

unique location or physical characteristics.   

 

 Criteria promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Interior for the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

 

 The preference of the owner. 

 

 The economic and functional potentials of the site.     

 

Commission Action 

Staff is satisfied that the applicant meets the designation standards.  The Commission should consider the 

landmark designation standards and determine if it is satisfied with the application.     

 

If the Commission decides to recommend approval of the historic landmark designation, the proposed 

motion would be as follows: 
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Recommend City Council approval of historic landmark designation for 733 North Prospect Avenue, 

Case Number LD-17-02, as submitted.   

 

 

Attachments 
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