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The Clute House 
720 Garden Street 

Introduction 
Preservation Real Estate Advisors, applicant, requests a review for historic landmark designation for The 
Clute House at 720 Garden Street, in accordance with the landmark designation review provisions in 
Article 23 of the Municipal Code. 

The application was prepared by Preservation Real Estate Advisors on behalf of the owners of the 
property. The owners have provided consent. 

Notification requirements for this application have been satisfied. A legal notice was published in the 
Park Ridge Herald-Advocate. 

Information Submitted by the Applicant 

The applicant requests historic landmark designation for The Clute House at 720 Garden Street. The 
applicant submitted materials that satisfy the minimum filing requirements for landmark designation 
(Section 23-2-1 of the Municipal Code), including statements on how the nomination would satisfy the 
landmark designation standards. 

According to the applicant's research, The Clute House is significant in respect to the artistic heritage of 
Park Ridge. It has a strong association with members of the Park Ridge Artist's Colony including artists 
Beulah and Walter Marshall Clute and scuIptor/designer Alfonso Iannelli. The CIutes resided at the 
house for many years and were well known artists. The site also was the home of newspaper editor and 
WLS radio station manager Sam Guard and his family. WLS radio broadcasts took place at the building 
temporarily between permanent station locations. Iannelli designed the fireplace in the living room with 
the Guard Family lived at the address. The building is also significant with regard to the former use of 
the building as "The Pantry" restaurant, which was a Park Ridge gathering place for over 20 years. The 
original structure (date unknown) and the "Clute" addition (circa 1906) is representative of the Arts & 
Crafts Cottage style of architecture. The "Pantry" addition (circa 1945) is representative of the French 
Provincial Revival style of architecture. William F. McCaughey, one of the architects of the Pickwick 
Theater Building, designed the French Provincial addition. 



The applicant has stated if local landmark designation is approved, the owners intend to complete a 
substantial renovation of the building. A Certificate of Appropriateness would be required for any 
exterior renovations. 

Staff Analysis 

Landnzark Designation Review 
The applicant has stated the building meets several of the landmark designation standards (Section 23-3-1 
of the Municipal Code), which include: 

The site's significance with respect to the historical, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or other 
heritage of the nation, state or community. 

The site's significance as it may be representative of an architectural or engineering type lending 
itself to the study of a style, period, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials. 

The site's association with an important person or event in national, state, or local history. 

The site's identity as a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 
individual genius has influenced an era. 

The site's identity as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its 
unique location or physical characteristics. 

Criteria promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Interior for the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The preference of the owner. 

The economic and functional potentials of the site. 

The applicant has provided extensive detailed narratives on each standard. Staff is satisfied that the 
applicant meets the designation standards. The Commission should consider the landmark designation 
standards and determine if it is satisfied with the application. 

Commission Action 
If the Commission decides to recommend approval of the historic landmark designation, the proposed 
motion would be as follows: 

Recommend City Council approval of historic landmark designation for The Clute House at 720 
Garden Street, Case Number LD- 1 1-0 1, as submitted. 

The Commission shall make a decision in writing and shall include findings of fact (Section 23-2-4-B-1). 
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