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Felix and Jean Addante, applicants, request a review for historic landmark designation for 424 Talcott 
Place, in accordance with the landmark designation review provisions in Article 23 of the Municipal 
Code. 

The application was prepared by the owners of the property. The owners have also provided consent. 

Notification requirements for this application have been satisfied. A legal notice was published in the 
Park Ridge Herald-Advocate. 

Information Submitted by the Applicant 

The applicant requests historic landmark designation for 424 Talcott Place. The applicant submitted 
materials that satisfy the minimum filing requirements for landmark designation (Section 23-2-1 of the 
Municipal Code), including a statement on how the nomination would satisfy the landmark designation 
standards. 

According to research provided, 424 Talcott Place is significant in respect to an architectural style, a 
notable architect, and artistic heritage of Park Ridge. The single family home was constructed in the 
1920s. The developer was Durchslag Real Estate Development Corporation and the architect was 
Benedict J. Bruns. Mr. Durchslag was inspired by a trip to Cuba which introduced him to Spanish 
Colonial architecture and neoclassical elements. The architect was a resident of Park Ridge and worked 
on many historic bungalows in the Chicaogland area, including several historically recognized properties. 
The home features strong Spanish and Mediterranean influences. Twelve similar homes were built in the 
area, all with similar architecture, constructed of masonry block and brick, finished with textured stucco, 
and feature clay tiled roofs. The area is known as "Spanish Town" in Park Ridge. Originally, the plans 
for "Spanish Town" included concepts for sixty-three homes, a two-story commercial building, seventeen 
apartments, and offices. Though not fully realized, "Spanish Town" is unique and presents a distinct 
character and charm to the southern area of Park Ridge. 
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Staff Analysis 

Landmark Designation Review 
The applicant appears to meet several criteria of the landmark designation standards (Section 23-3-1 of 
the Municipal Code), which include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The site's significance with respect to the historical, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or other 
heritage ofthe nation, state or community. 

The site's significance as it may be representative of an architectural or engineering type lending 
itself to the study of a style, period, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials. 

The site's association with an important person or event in national, state, or local history . 

The site's identity as a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 
individual genius has influenced an era. 

The site's identity as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its 
unique location or physical characteristics. 

Criteria promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Interior for the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The preference of the owner . 

The economic and functional potentials of the site . 

The applicant has provided a statement of landmark designation and historical background. Staff is 
satisfied that the applicant meets the designation standards. The Commission should consider the 
landmark designation standards and determine if it is satisfied with the application. 

Commission Action 
If the Conunission decides to recommend approval of the historic landmark designation, the proposed 
motion would be as follows: 

Recommend City Council approval of historic landmark designation for 424 Talcott Place, Case 
Number LD-11-02, as submitted. 

The Commission shall make a decision in writing and shall include findings of fact (Section 23-2-4-B-1). 

Attachments 

2 



Landmark Designation Application 
. City of Park Ridge 

Community Preservation and Development Department . 505 Butler Place . Park Ridge, IL . 60068 
Phone: (847) 318-5291 . Fax: (847) 318-6411 . www.parkridge.us 

Case Number: L]) -II- 0~ 

Subject Property Information: 

Address: 424 Talcott Place Zoning District: 

Legal Description (can attach separate sheet): Lot 1 7 in Block 1 in Kinsey's 

Talcott Road Subdivision in the Northeast 1/4 of Section 2, 

East of the 3rd Principal Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 

Applicant Information: 

Name: Felix & Jean Addante Phone: 84 7-692-57 4 7 

Address: 424 Talcott Place E-mail: j eanaddante@aol. com 

Park Ridge, II, 60068 

Owner of Record Information: 

Name: Felix M. & Jean B. Addante Phone: 84 7-69 2-5 7 4 7 

Address: 424 Talcott Place 

Park Ridge, IL. 60068 

Summary of Nomination (may attached additional pages) : 

Spanish Villa, tile roofed residence built in 1927, with old 

world charm. Interior features marble floors, sunken living 

room, arched doorways, stucco walls inside and out. Screened 

porch overlooks private yard. 

I hereby certify, as the undersigned applicant, that the above statements and attached documentation are true and correct to the 
best f my knowledge. 

Revised 512010 
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COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE 
Property Search Results 

Property Index Number: 12-02-208-016-0000 
Address: 424 Talcott PI 
CITY: Park Ridge 
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STATEMENT OF LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

The residence at 424 Talcott Place, Park Ridge, Illinois, 

was built by a California Builder in 1927, with a definite 

Mediterranean influence both inside and out. He had a 

dream to bring this Spanish style architecture to this area. 

Thu~, twelve homes were built in this area, all with similar 

architecture. The homes have been constructed of masonary 

block and brick, finished with textured stucco outside and 

inside. All have clay tiled roofs to some degree. Marble 

floors in Living Room and Entry Hall, hardwood and stone in 

other areas. Arched doorways throughout, with vaulted ceilings. 

All of these features are unique and represent the character

istics of the time. We have tried to upgrade and ~eplace 

with similiar products used at the time of construction. 



424 TALCOTT PLACE: 
Presently the home and business location of Associates in Design, interior 
design services. 

This structure is of the Spanish Eclectic style and was built in 1923. The 
design is asymmetrical, with neoclassic and Mission accents. Some of the 
distinct details include: a single shaped pier that mimics parapets identified 
with the Mission style, spiral columns, neoclassic relief plaques, Moorish 
door, low pitched roof with no eave overhang, red tile roof covering, arches 
above door and principal window, and unique plaque and urn reliefs. 

SPANISH TOWN: 
This unique Spanish Eclectic home is part of an early 1920s project of scattered site 
residences called Spanish Town in Park Ridge. The development was in the southern 
part of the city, bounded by Devon Ave and Higgins Road. Plans were made for sixty
three individually designed Spanish Eclectic homes, a two-story commercial building tha 
would contain seven stores, seventeen apartments, and three doctor offices, all planned 
for a high quality of life with adequate services and transportation. 

This charming collection of homes adds a distinct character to the southern area of Park 
Ridge. All one-of-a-kind designs of exotic styles that add to the character that Park Ridg 
is known for- a variety of housing styles, rarely repeating, with high visual appeal. The 
Spanish Town homes are highly noticeable and are often sited as a person's first 
realization and appreciation of the appeal of historic residential structures, often leading · 
an interest in preservation and/or local history. 

THE ARCHITECT: 
Benedict J. Bruns 
Bruns is one of the notable architects that designed homes for the 
expanding population of the Chicago area. He specialized in middle class 
bungalows with an attention to detail and sensitivity to design. He 
incorporated distinctive characteristics as he experimented with form and 
stylistic detailing to create homes that were truly unique to the larger 
Chicago area. Burns lived in Park Ridge. 

Bruns was the primary architect in the Rogers Park Manor area now a 
Chicago historic district, and on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Bruns built a large percentage of the historic bungalows in the Chicago and 



the surrounding area including Norwood Park, Rogers Park, and Park 
Ridge. In 1920, Bruns designed 'Independence Park Bungalow', 3945 N 
Springfield Ave, Chicago, which was recommended by the Illinois Historic 
Sites Advisory Committee for designation to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2008. 

THE DEVELOPER: 
It was the vision of Mr. Durchslag of the Durchslag Real Estate Development Corporatio1 
to develop a section of Park Ridge with the charm of an old world Spanish community. 
The project was inspired by a trip to Cuba where he was exposed to Spanish Colonial 
architecture and the unique flavor of Cuba's cathedrals and monumental buildings that 
used neoclassic embellishments. To realize his vision, Durchslag hired architect Benedi 
J. Burns to design each of the sixty-three homes. 



SPANISH TOWN BEING ERECTED AT PARK RIDGE 
Chicago Daily Tribune(l92J-196J); May I. 1927; 
ProQucst Historical Newspapers Chicago Tribune (1849- 1987) 

PSPANISH TOWN 
BEING ERECTED 

·AT P..ARK. RIDGE 

11· Homes Nearly Done; 

63 More Contemplated .. 

An lntereatJnl:' home building proJ
eetl.a Vndl!l" 1Jli.Y at .f'llrk JUdco. where 
tho Dureblllag Real Est&r.e Develop
ment con.omuon h.:u ono unit .-r 
resldaneea JiMrlng compleUon' and pro. 
poses to atart work In n. !J'Ontb or so 
on llb:ty·three mora.. 'rh<t development 
J" IO<'atcl!. In tho southern· part or the 
\"lllzlge between Devon n.venuo and 
lll~;gjna ro:Ld. · 

R<!mlnlseenl ot n. town fa Spain, or 
at any rate of the CubAn or CaUt'or
lllan ·conception of one, aro tho homes 
.oC tl:<! tint unit. Mr. Durebsbg recent
ly was In CUb:L wber-o be cot his Idea 
tor the Spanish &t)'le. 

So we tlnd colored tJJe roots, staeco 
·o\'P.r btfck, balconies and man)' of lht> 
other dct.:ills favored by our Sg':Lnlsh 
fr!~nd~. Tbe lnterlor:-s of the' resa 
deaiC'<!s, too, follow out the Spanish 
motl!. The IJ\'Ing rooms o.re 1\n~hed 
In rough plAster work, s.Sa2c of the.m 
ha.ve balconies at tho head of the 
st.a.lr11and aU lta,·e marble tioors which, 
ltPP4rimtl)', are someth1u& new In 
these partB. · 

Flve to Six ~ 
These residences b&ve tram five to 

l!b: ro<ima and range ln. prtce from 
Sl7,000 to $20,000. They are located 
aloq. · ere-nt .,veu.ua. Boaec"ct J, 
Dl"'lns Is the arcl:dteet. 

The second «muP Ia to· be 1oeat.ed 
fn. the district bounded 'lrT eurt!&Dd 
bouJovard, Devon and Prespeet ue
nues and Talcott road. · Wlifle 110111e ot 
th<: residences In this development wm 
be of SpiUllsh design, 110111e of the 
other natJonli wUI bo represented, so 
we'll ha.ve a Caw English houses and 
verhans othel'll. 

A cOmmercbl Builclinc. 
To) een-e the appeUtes and other 

needs of this loc:allty, whleb a :vear or 
110 BI:O WILli alJDOSt the far otr country 
but now: Ia btilldlng up rapidly, llrr. 
Durch~;lng I" erecting a two story com
JDPrclal building on a trlalli:'Uiar site. 
bounded by Devon,- Talcott IUid Cart· 
llllld. This building w!U be of English 
nrchlteeture. with half timber work, 
(l:i>blt'l! ond 'the other properties. 

Il's to contain Eeven stores, .seven· 
teen four and ftvo room apartments, 
nnd three doctors' oftlces. Work Is aJ. 
:l'eady under viay on ft an<J. It will bo 
.completed about Oct. L The cost Js a 
reported $200,000. 

' BELL TELEPRO:O."'E 'Ll:AI'F-
: Tbft DUnaio Jlell Tel011bone COMI>BIQ' bu 
·"Jeallld th• maJor portion ot lbe. -=oDd Jloor 
ol the new F. k \'1, Orand balldlnl' &1 lbo 
:n&rlbeaol coroer of lllchll'an i aveaae and 
J13th atree.\o BoN!Iaad. where It wtn ca
tabll•h ,.. local omce. 'l'ealnr.o: Drotber• lo 
Co. ,.,..,fi brok.,. •. 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



Greater Chicago ~faga;:ine September Issue 

Gr.ennan 1--leights-~Chicag!o? s Model 
f1lom_e Coinfi1Llnity 

Where Millions Are Now Being Spent on Street Improvements, 

Model Homes and Physical Adornment 

P EOPLE desiring to buy prop
erty with a ,·ie,,· tC> e\·entually 
0\\·ning- their 0\\'11 homes. \\'ant 

to kno,,· rhe ans\Hr tv i(l{lr im
portant que::;.tions: 

1. Is the pnce ,,·i:hin our 
means: 

? \\-ill \ve be able to meet the 
monthly terms? 

3. \Yill \ve ha,·e the right kind 
of neighbors? , 

-1-. \\'ill the property increase i•1 
value? 

If the property in question is in 
Grennan Heights. \Ve kno\Y the 
ans\\·er is yes in each ca!'e. 

Here i~ located. in an ideal setting, 
the development kno\\"n as "Chi
cago's ).[ode! Home Community.'; 
That it deserve,- this description 
\\"ill be realized ,,·hen attention is 
calle~l to it:' distinctin ieatures. It 
is in the splendid Park Ridge dis
trict. adjoining a huilt up section 
\\·here more than one hundred fine 
homes. all oi \\·hich cost twenty
five thousand dollars or more, help 
make the immediate territory noted 
for its beauty as well a!' its value. 

::\othing IS lacking. either in 
natural advantages or human enter
prise, to make Park Ridge the ideal 
suburban home community. As a 
result, it occupies a high place 
among the suburbs of the Greater 
Chicago district; no other can quite 
equal it as a place to liH and bring 
up your family. \\'ise planning has 
produced excellent results. The 
beautiful Park Ridg-e Countn· Cluh 
lies almost conti~uous to· Gren
nan Heights and- i,- right in the 
center of the cin·. not miles a\\·av. 
.-\bout the Count~,- Club are iou~d 
many of the hancisome lwmes and 
estates of Park Ridg-e. each ,,·ithin 
a few minutes' \\·alk ~of the hu~iness 
section and station. This g-oli course 
is one oi the \\'cirld's fin~st. Good 
schools, churches. banks and shop
ping centers supyly the city's needs 
along t~1e~e lines. 

.-\s \\"Ou!Cl be e:--:pected. \\·irh these 

By R. S. JENNINGS 

"Chicag"·, :'dc>del Hr•nH: Cutllllltlll
I c \". 

\\"e haH already spent more than 
a million doliars on imprt•Yements 
\\"hich prCo\·ide 12 mile;: c•i se\\"er:;. 
l.J. miles c.i \\"ater mains. 11 miles of 
gas mains. 18 miles vi side,,·alk;:. 
and 4 miles of reinforced C(oncrete 
paving curbs, \\"ith tree~ ancl shruhs 
planted in park\\"ay;: and at s.rreet 

intersections. i 
T,,·enty s:tperb examr~le~ C>i mo_cl

ern homes rorm pan cot i•ur lll<>Clel 
building program. :'-.[any of the:' 
are already leted · iother;:. 
bein bui They "\Yere t:<tgnecl by 

merica's leading home archi- · 
::\Ir. D. T. Bruns .. \. I. :\ .. 

himself a re,icient oi Park I\.idg-e. 
,_.... ), ;J 

==============:::;::~;=..f--... That ?\Ir. Bruns ha:< specialized 111 

many favoring features. 
munity has pro,·en a great success 
to all who have itwested in it. With~ 
in seven years proper~y values in 
the section adjacent to Grennan 
Heights have advanced in many 
~ases 400% and more, profits 
equalled only in the most thickly 
populated parts of Chicago. Thi;: 
district. close to the Chicago Loop 
on express transportation. is today 
the finest suburban section in the 
,,·hole north\\"est Chicago area. 

Grennan Heights. \\·hich adjoins 
the Park Ridge residential district, 
and is part of it. should repeat this 
,,·onclerful story of success .. 

\\' e ha Ye done eYerything re
quired to assure for Grennan 
Heights a future on a par \Yith that 
of the finest in the Park Ridge dis
trict. To this end. the property is 
being de\·eloped so that each build
ing \\·ill be a model in architecture 
and construction-the Yen· best ob
tainable for the price. Che-ap hl1uses. 
flats. unsig-hth· structure,; cit an\· 
kind can 7,ot .be built in Grenna;1 
H eight5 under the re;:triction;: im
pn:<ecl. EYerything hao: been done 
t<.J prc.duce a pleao:ir1g harmc>ny in 

designing homes in the Park Ridg-·~ 
district means much for the har
monious construc.tion fnr which "·e' 

asers o property in G ren
nan Heights-those ,,·ho wi:<h tn 
o\\·n their O\\·n homes-\\·ill al\\"avs 
find the K. L. Grennan Realty Tr~st 
behind them. The Ya3t smns al
ready spent are an e,·idence oi our 
intention to protect their interests. 
carrying out not only the letter but 
the entire spirit oi our contracts 
\\·ith purchasers. On long time easy 
terms, \\"e \\"ill carry builders so that 
they can pay for their home~. just 
like rent. 

That you "·ill han the right kind 
of neighbors is e\·ident from the 
foregoing description of the Park 
Ridge district. That the propert;· 
\\·ill increase in Yalue seems a cer
tainty. 

Anyone \Yho is no\\" paying rent 
oi $60 or more per month and \Yho 
,,·ould iike to have a home of their 
O\\"n should see Grennan Heights. 
.-\ study oi it;; liberal home-ht!ilcling 
cuntract ,,·ill be com·incing prooi 
that this is the ideal spot fc,r their 
ht>llle and that it \\·ill become a con
tinually increasing and \·aluable 
asset. 



Chicago Park. District 

Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Committee Recommends 
12£tependence PaJ_k to National Register 
Release Date: 09/26/08 

The Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Committee has officially recommended that lnde;;endenceParkbe designated to the National 
Register of Historic Places, the official federal list of historic places worthy of p<feseratiofl. " 

"Chicago's historic parks are an important part of the story of each neighborhood," said Julia Bachrach, Chicago Park District 
Historian. "It is exciting to discover how much historic fabric properties such as lndependenceParkretain, and to have them federally 
recognized by the National Register of Historic Places." 

lndependenceParkis significant because of an early 20th century movement to create breathing spaces with recreational facilities on 
Chicago's northwest side. During the early 1900s, members of the Irving Park community began holding large and festive 
Independence Day celebrations in an open area near Irving Park Blvd. (later renamed Irving Park Rd.) and N. Springfield Ave. These 
early residents soon began efforts to establish a permanent public park for their growing middle-class neighborhood. 

In 1910, local residents formed the Irving Park District, one of the first independent park commissions on Chicago's northwest side. 
After acquiring the Fourth of July grounds, the Irving Park District hired architects Hatzfeld and Knox to design a handsome brick field 
house for the park. 

In 1929, the park commissioners enlarged the park through land acquisition, and an existing brick bungalow designed by architect 
Benedict Bruns was retained as the park's Women's ClubBuilding, which was utilized by weavers and loomers at the time. Today the 
brick bungalow still provides a haven for many park programs, community organizations and groups meetings. Even the weavers and 
loomers are still utilizing the historic building today. The Park District will be renovating the bungalow with dedicated community 
support from the Independence Park Bungalow Renovation Project. formed by the Independence Park Advisory Council. While 
keeping the historic integrity of the building, environmentally conscious improvements will be incorporated into the renovation process. 

Overall, improvements to the entire park and significant events in the property's social history continued after the consolidation of the 
Irving Park District into the Chicago Park District in 1934. 

Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Register is part of a national program to coordinate and 
support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and archeological resources. Properties listed in the 
Register include districts. sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are significant in American history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering, and culture. The National Register is administered by the National Park Service, which is part of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior. 

Contact Phone: 312.742.7529 

Chicago Park District· Organized 1934 • Hortus in Urbe 




