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M I N U T E S 

 

                
HUMAN NEEDS TASK FORCE  

 
CITY HALL SECOND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM  

505 BUTLER PLACE 
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017 AT 8:30AM  

 
 

“To assess the human needs of the community and to help ensure that they are met by utilizing existing resources.  
To identify areas of human needs not currently met by existing resources and recommend a plan to address those needs.   

To raise awareness and promote more efficient communication as it relates to the human needs of the community.”  

 
 

Members Present: John Benka, Darlene Hejza, Lee Joesten, Millie O’Brien and Adrienne Timm  
 
Members Absent: David Aslesen, Milada Gorelik, Kate Kerin, Floyd Kortenhof, Erin Lawler, John 
McNabola Rev. Lynne Morrow, Ramon Sanchez, Liz Swanson and Marsha Warnick 
 
Also Present: Brigid Madden   
 
  
I. Invocation  

 
II. Action Items  

 
A. Approval of Minutes  
 

There was a consensus to approve the May meeting minutes at the next meeting when more 
members of Task Force are present.   
 

III. Discussion of Task Force Goals  
 

L. Joesten discussed the importance of capturing a plan of action in the form of a mission statement.   
 
J. Benka explained that the Mayor creates a task force for a temporary purpose.  He and other 
members of the Task Force did meet with the Mayor and discussed potentially disbanding the Task 
Force.  J. Benka explained that the Mayor quickly responded that he did not want to see the Task 
Force disband.  He stated that the individuals around the table now fulfill many of the activities the 
Task Force has historically performed within the community.  J. Benka indicated that the Food Drive 
was discussed and it was suggested that the Mayor utilize his contacts to assist with fundraising for 
the Task Force.   In this meeting with the Mayor, J. McNabola and J. Benka discussed changing the 
meeting frequency to every other month and requested the City’s Social Worker and / or an Alderman 
attend the meetings.   
 
J. Benka added that he is unsure of the direction Paula Bessler is taking with the Healthier Park 
Ridge Coalition.   
 
M. O’Brien stressed the importance of the Coalition’s connection to Lutheran General Hospital.   
 
J. Benka explained that now that the community surveys are complete, he felt as if the Coalition was 
looking to connect with the Task Force to determine its next steps. 
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L. Joesten stated that the Hospital has had a recent change in its Chief Executive.  He added that 
Lutheran General will have to decide how to invest in the community.  The hospital provides a 
number of services, similar to the Task Force.  The question is – how to use those services to help in 
the community?  
 
The Task Force discussed their role following a large fire in town a number of years ago and 
questioned whether they would be sought out for help if another “calamity” occurred.     
 
L. Joesten suggested tightening the relationship between the Social Worker and the Task Force.  D. 
Hejza agreed.   
 
A. Timm stated that the Task Force should serve at the pleasure of the Social Worker.  She added 
that Geri Silic is already well connected in the community.   
 
L. Joesten questioned what value the Task Force would bring to the Social Worker.  A. Timm 
explained that the Task Force does not have substantial funds to assist the Social Worker, so they 
would be able to provide information and referrals.   
 
L. Joesten explained that each of the groups involved in the Task Force add value to the community 
independently, but he questioned their collective value.  D. Hejza stated that the Food Drive is a 
collective value.  L. Joesten summarized the worth of this group as “an authorized group that is 
attentive to the needs of the community.”   
 
A. Timm suggested meeting with the Social Worker to ask how she could utilize the Task Force.  J. 
Benka recommended asking the Mayor to arrange for a meeting with the Social Worker and Police 
Chief.   
 
There was a consensus to meet with the Mayor prior to the September Task Force meeting.   
 

IV. Ongoing Business 
  
A. Community Needs  

 
B. Review of Funds  

Current account balance: $709.99.   
 

V. Agency/Church Reports  
 
 

VI. New Business  
 
 
VII. Adjournment  

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:13 am. 


